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Berikut catatan Review dari Public Administration Issues 

 

Peer-review of the article submitted to the journal  

"PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES "  

National Research University Higher School of Economics (HSE) 

According to the standards of journal ethics, articles and results are provided 
anonimally 

 

The Article: Can the Policy Environment Improve Policy Implementation Practice? 

1. Compliance of the article with the subject of the journal Public Administration 
Issues» 

✓ The topic of the article corresponds to the subject of the journal (Yes or No) – yes 
✓ We recommend that you contact another scientific journal on the relevant topics –  

2. Article compliance with the requirements of the journal "Public Administration 

Issues»:  

REQUIREMENTS COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS WORK PERFORMED BY THE 

AUTHOR 

On the recommendations of 

the reviewer 

The quality of the 

problem statement in 

the article, the 

description of the 

theoretical and practical 

aspects of the problem, 

as well as possible 

recommendations for 

improving the problem 

statement 

The quality of the problem statement as 

well as the description of the theoretical 

and practical aspects of the problem can 

be defined as pretty ambivalent. On the 

one hand, all issued raised by the author 

are very important, interesting and 

worth covering in a research paper. On 

the other hand, the whole variety of 

issues raised, namely: 1. Social capital, 

its importance and the ways of its 

formation; 2. The role of government at 

different levels and issues of policy-

making; 3. The issue of gender equality 

and its impact on women employment, 

including the informal employment – all 

these three major issues raised by the 

author do not come together in the 

paper, they do not form a logical 

research scheme, they somehow exist in 

the text rather independently. A broad 

 



spectrum of issues covered leads to the 

lack of focus on key problems. For 

example, the author touches upon the 

issue of social capital, but does not come 

up with a deep analysis of the economic 

role of social capital in developing 

countries. This makes the logic of the 

paper rather shaky  

 

What are the research 

questions to which the 

authors propose to 

answer in the article, 

whether there is a clear 

connection of questions 

with the theories of 

Public Administration? 

Suggestions for 

improving the structure 

of the research questions 

The research questions are not clearly 

outlined by the author. The author puts 

forward the research aim which is “to 

analyze the extent to which the policy 

environment, including social capital and 

the quality of governance, can improve 

the practices of implementing decent 

work policies for groups of independent 

homeworkers at the local government 

level”. At the same time the author does 

not specifically outline research 

questions. Presumably the research 

questions the way they are being 

formulated by the author are the 

following: “How does the interaction 

between social capital and the quality of 

government occur, how is social capital 

built…” and so on. However they don’t 

look as research questions to me, but 

rather as vaguely worded research 

objectives. Moreover, the way the 

research questions are formulated does 

not lead (and cannot lead) to any 

research hypotheses   

 

 

Whether hypotheses 

(answers to research 

questions) are presented, 

whether the hypotheses 

consider the methods of 

their justification (the 

presence of technical 

hypotheses based on the 

research methods chosen 

I haven’t found a clear and 

straightforward statement of research 

hypotheses in the text 

 



by the authors). Whether 

hypotheses are original, 

whether they are 

significant practically. 

Recommendations for 

authors to improve the 

formulation of 

hypotheses 

 

The quality of the 

substantiation (method 

of substantiation) of the 

results: the clarity of the 

description of the 

method, the availability 

and volume of data, the 

application of models 

and methods, the 

completeness of the 

substantiation, etc. 

The most obvious problem of the paper 

is that in terms of methods it claims to 

rely on “in-depth interviews”. However 

only 12 people were interviewed, which 

seems to be a pretty small number for 

research with such a broad spectrum of 

problems covered. But the biggest 

problem is that further in the text the 

author does not refer to results of those 

interviews, there are no quotes from 

those interviews and they is virtually no 

analysis of the interviews’ results.  

 

 

Quality of literature 

review on the topic of 

the article, analysis of 

sources in accordance 

with the hypotheses of 

the article (excluding the 

abstract nature of the 

literature review, the 

presence of binding to 

the content of the 

author's hypotheses). 

Recommendations on 

the inclusion of 

additional sources, 

considering trends in the 

literature 

The quality of literature review is rather 

good, however since I haven’t found any 

clear research hypotheses there’s little 

evidence of any binding  

 

 



Clarity and style of the 

article, language of 

presentation in the main 

part of the article. 

Recommendations for 

improving the style of 

the article 

The paper needs to be edited in terms of 

English grammar, syntax and word 

choice   

 

 

Does the article contain a 

discussion about the 

results (what it gives for 

practice and theory, in 

which areas it is possible 

to continue research on 

this topic). Rate this 

section (its quality) and 

tell the author how to 

strengthen the section 

The paper contains some discussion 

about the results, however this section 

also needs to be improved  

 

 

How complete and 

representative the 

bibliography (list of 

references) is. Please, tell 

the author what sources 

else should be 

considered 

 
 

3. Conclusion (Choose) 

✓ The article can be accepted for publication 
✓ The article can be accepted for publication with minor revision 
✓ The article requires significant revision and re-review 
✓ The article cannot be accepted for publication 
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The Article: Can the Policy Environment Improve Policy Implementation Practice? 

The review table answers to the reviewer's comments 

REQUIREMENTS COMMENTS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

WORK PERFORMED BY THE 

AUTHOR 

On the recommendations of the 

reviewer 

The quality of the 

problem statement in 

the article, the 

description of the 

theoretical and practical 

aspects of the problem, 

as well as possible 

recommendations for 

improving the problem 

statement 

The quality of the problem 

statement as well as the 

description of the theoretical and 

practical aspects of the problem 

can be defined as pretty 

ambivalent. On the one hand, all 

issued raised by the author are 

very important, interesting and 

worth covering in a research 

paper. On the other hand, the 

whole variety of issues raised, 

namely: 1. Social capital, its 

importance and the ways of its 

formation; 2. The role of 

government at different levels 

and issues of policy-making; 3. 

The issue of gender equality and 

its impact on women 

employment, including the 

informal employment – all these 

three major issues raised by the 

author do not come together in 

the paper, they do not form a 

logical research scheme, they 

somehow exist in the text rather 

independently. A broad spectrum 

Logical Thinking 

 

This study aims to introduce the 

concept of a social capital-based 

public policy environment to the 

study of policy implementation 

arrangements. Using actual 

empirical data, it describes the 

challenge of institutionalizing a 

new set of social capital and its 

relationship within the framework 

of governance quality to address 

the question of how social capital 

interacts with enhanced 

implementation. This study's 

analysis will focus on two 

hypotheses pertaining to the 

question of how social capital is 

built, the role of government in 

this process, and how to relate 

the role of social capital within the 

framework of governance quality. 

To answer the question, the 

article employs qualitative 

methods and case studies to 



of issues covered leads to the 

lack of focus on key problems. 

For example, the author touches 

upon the issue of social capital, 

but does not come up with a 

deep analysis of the economic 

role of social capital in 

developing countries. This makes 

the logic of the paper rather 

shaky  

discuss crucial aspects of 

regulating the institutionalization 

of processes and mechanisms of 

social capital development and 

the interaction of social capital 

within the governance framework 

that the government will adopt. 

The village-level independent 

home based workers group was 

selected due to national policy 

and program support, providing a 

comprehensive empirical 

foundation for observing it inside 

the village government framework 

 

What are the research 

questions to which the 

authors propose to 

answer in the article, 

whether there is a clear 

connection of questions 

with the theories of 

Public Administration? 

Suggestions for 

improving the structure 

of the research 

questions 

The research questions are not 

clearly outlined by the author. 

The author puts forward the 

research aim which is “to analyze 

the extent to which the policy 

environment, including social 

capital and the quality of 

governance, can improve the 

practices of implementing decent 

work policies for groups of 

independent homeworkers at the 

local government level”. At the 

same time the author does not 

specifically outline research 

questions. Presumably the 

research questions the way they 

are being formulated by the 

author are the following: “How 

does the interaction between 

social capital and the quality of 

government occur, how is social 

capital built…” and so on. 

However they don’t look as 

research questions to me, but 

rather as vaguely worded 

research objectives. Moreover, 

the way the research questions 

are formulated does not lead 

We revise the formulation of the 

problem and research objectives 

Research Question 

The research question that must 

be answered is:  how does social 

capital connect with the 

improvement of implementation?  

Several answers relate to the 

questions of : 1) how social capital 

is built, 2) what role the 

government plays in this process, 

and 3) how social capital fits 

within the framework of quality 

governance? 

Research purposes 

To address the challenge of how 

to position the concept of social 

capital and the successful 

implementation of policies within 

the configuration of decent work 

transformations for independent 

home-based workers 

 



(and cannot lead) to any research 

hypotheses   

 

Whether hypotheses 

(answers to research 

questions) are 

presented, whether the 

hypotheses consider the 

methods of their 

justification (the 

presence of technical 

hypotheses based on the 

research methods 

chosen by the authors). 

Whether hypotheses are 

original, whether they 

are significant 

practically. 

Recommendations for 

authors to improve the 

formulation of 

hypotheses 

I haven’t found a clear and 

straightforward statement of 

research hypotheses in the text 

This study focuses on the 

management of environmental 

elements in the form of social 

capital to improve the 

implementation process, so that 

future policy implementations 

have a greater probability of 

success 

 

Research hypothesis 

“The success of implementation 

will depend on the improvement 

of the levels of this value system 

and the regulation of roles in 

relationships, as well as 

institution-to-institution 

cooperation through a network” 

 

The quality of the 

substantiation (method 

of substantiation) of the 

results: the clarity of the 

description of the 

method, the availability 

and volume of data, the 

application of models 

and methods, the 

completeness of the 

substantiation, etc. 

The most obvious problem of the 

paper is that in terms of methods 

it claims to rely on “in-depth 

interviews”. However only 12 

people were interviewed, which 

seems to be a pretty small 

number for research with such a 

broad spectrum of problems 

covered. But the biggest problem 

is that further in the text the 

author does not refer to results 

of those interviews, there are no 

quotes from those interviews and 

they is virtually no analysis of the 

interviews’ results.  

Research Methodology 

 

1) In-depth interviews were 

conducted with selected and 

different informants, the results 

of our interviews are displayed in 

a table of themes/data findings 

that have been carried out 

interactively and triangulated (see 

tables 1 and 2); 

 

2) Characteristics of the target 

objects/targets a survey was 

conducted of 201 home-based 

self-employed workers. The 

results of our survey are 



presented in the “profile” of 

home-based workers 

 

Presentation of Results 

▪ The results of the survey of 201 
home-based workers, 
strengthened by interviews are 
arranged in the sub: "Profile of 
Independent Home-based 
Workers" 

 

▪ Interviews and observations 
focused on research, we 
present in the sub: "The Role 
of the Policy Environment 
(Social Capital) in Policy 
Implementation Changes", 
consisting of 2 parts, namely: 

 

1. Building social capital 
through the home 
industry forum; 

2. Innovation in legal village 
forum institutional 
decision making: the role 
of social capital in the 
quality governance 
framework 

 

 

 

Quality of literature 

review on the topic of 

the article, analysis of 

sources in accordance 

with the hypotheses of 

the article (excluding the 

abstract nature of the 

literature review, the 

presence of binding to 

the content of the 

author's hypotheses). 

Recommendations on 

the inclusion of 

additional sources, 

The quality of literature review is 

rather good, however since I 

haven’t found any clear research 

hypotheses there’s little evidence 

of any binding  

We conduct a review that 

introduces the concept of a public 

policy environment in the form of 

social capital in the study of policy 

implementation arrangements 

 

We use a literature review linking 

Policy Implementation, Policy 

Environment and Social Capital. 

We also provide an idea of the 

configuration of Future Policy 

Implementation Changes by 



considering trends in the 

literature 

analyzing the role of Social Capital 

in the Quality Governance 

Framework; 

 

In general, we put forward 2 

ideas, namely the 

institutionalization of processes 

and mechanisms of social capital 

which are determined by 4 

important factors, namely driver 

factors, trigger factors, 

mechanism factors, and impact 

factors. 

 

Next, he suggests the role of social 

capital in the quality of 

governance framework, one of 

which is through innovation in 

increasing decision-making 

capacity in inter-institutional 

relations and collaboration. 

 

Clarity and style of the 

article, language of 

presentation in the main 

part of the article. 

Recommendations for 

improving the style of 

the article 

The paper needs to be edited in 

terms of English grammar, syntax 

and word choice   

the writing team has fixed it 

 

Does the article contain 

a discussion about the 

results (what it gives for 

practice and theory, in 

which areas it is possible 

to continue research on 

this topic). Rate this 

section (its quality) and 

tell the author how to 

strengthen the section 

The paper contains some 

discussion about the results, 

however this section also needs 

to be improved  

The writing team has fixed it; 

 

We present 2 findings and analyze 

how the 2 findings can contribute 

to positioning social capital to 

improve policy implementation 

practices 



 

How complete and 

representative the 

bibliography (list of 

references) is. Please, 

tell the author what 

sources else should be 

considered 

 
We have a reference list of 59 

sources; 

 

Scientific publications included in 

the Scopus database of more than 

17 reference lists; 

 

The literature list contains 30 

articles from scientific journals 

published in 2019-2022 
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"PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES "  
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The Article: Can the Policy Environment Improve Policy Implementation Practice? 

 

Table Answers to questions and corrections 

REQUIREMENTS COMMENTS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
WORK PERFORMED BY THE AUTHOR 

On the recommendations  

Abstract This piece is too complicated. 

It should be split up in shorter 

Straightforward explanation:  



sections. The results   should 

be described in a 

straightforward and clear way. 

 

The findings show that social capital 

can improve policy implementation 

through 2 things: Strengthening social 

capital through affirmative policy 

support and programs for special 

groups or forums. Development of a 

variety of decision-making 

development innovations including 

women's network leadership 

meetings, village discussions, women's 

schools and an important role in 

village-level formal planning.    

 

Both are correlated to the 

institutionalization of a new value 

system, relations between institutions, 

and the formation of new, more 

genuine public values, strengthening 

the various values of previous 

implementations by placing social 

capital as the most elemental part of 

the successful implementation of 

public policies initiated by the state..  

 

The impact obtained is the ability to 

implement it in reducing the socio-

economic costs of development that 

functions and synergizes the 

achievement of decent work and self-

reliance for groups of women 

homeworkers. 

JEL Classification JEL Classification      I 38, J 78, O 210 

Introduction  

 

Paragraf  9 has been revised and improved:  

In this context, the successful 

implementation of the policy to make 

work feasible for groups of women 

homeworkers is related to the 

environmental factors of the policy 

Introduction  

 

Paragraf 11 has been revised and improved:  

Thus, this study wants to 

answer two questions. First, how is the 



It is not clear what kind of 

improvements are expected to 

achieve. 

 

What is the role of social 

capital in the implementation 

of policy changes…..?  

 

institutionalization of processes and 

mechanisms for the development of 

social capital in women's home 

industry forums? Second, what is the 

organizational and managerial role of 

government to link the social capital of 

this group in order to improve the 

implementation of village-level 

women's home industry policies. 

Changes in policy implementation are 

in a new ecology that is full of values 

and requires social concerts, both 

resorsis and networking. Formal 

values that were previously produced 

hierarchically and rationally by the 

government need to be strengthened 

with spontaneous and rational values 

as social capital whose domain is in 

public entities with various variants, 

including groups of smaller social 

systems. These variants of social 

capital are value-building elements 

from entity segregations created by 

society that contribute to reducing the 

socio-economic costs of development, 

developing public initiatives, strong 

public spirit and being able to respond 

positively to public policies. 

 

 Therefore the aim of research 

in the context of implementation 

changes is to place the social capital of 

specific community groups, which is 

the most elementary part of the 

successful implementation of public 

policies initiated by the state. 

Literature Review Paragraf  2 

It is not clear where the social 

capital is implemented 

 

has been revised and improved:  

The social capital is implemented in 

groups of smaller and specific social 

systems, such as specific community 

groups and community forums 

 Paragraf 5 

In-text citation  does not 

correspond to the APA format  

Fixed:  

Fixed according to APA Format 



Research methodology  

 

Paragraf 2 

It has already been mentioned 

above.  

 

Fixed: 

Deleted 

Results and discussions 

 

 

Paragraf 2 

Do you mean lawbreaker? 

 someone who has committed a 

crime or a violent or harmful 

act (oxford dictionary) 

has been revised and improved:  

The perpetrator  Has been replaced 

The actors of independent home-

based workers. 

 Paragraf 10 

It is not clear what is meant. 

Could you paraphrase this 

piece? 

 

has been revised and improved: 

We see that the government has the 

ability to accelerate the interests of 

this group in a network between 

institutions. Joint decision-making can 

be done with the government or 

networking groups. Based on this, it 

will be described how the 

government develops decision-

making innovations that can 

strengthen relations with new public 

values as social capital. This has an 

impact on increasing trust, control 

and the large role of this group in the 

successful implementation of specific 

policies and programs. 

Discussions  

 

Paraggraf 1 

It is not clear what is meant. 

Could you paraphrase this 

piece?  

 

has been revised and improved:  

The increasing interest of policy 

makers on the importance of social 

capital to improve policy 

implementation practices has 

stimulated various concerns, research 

and analysis related to how to 

develop the implementation of 

independent home-based workers. 

Various government strategies in 

South Lampung Regency have been 

launched to support this, one of 

which is through the development of 

village-based women's home 

industries 

 Paraggraf 3 

This verb cannot be used in 

this context 

There is no predicate in this 

sentence, it is grammatically 

incorrect. Could you add the 

verb? 

Fixed: 

This verb overcome is replaced with 

resolved 

 

Formatted: Font: Not Bold

Commented [nt1]: It is not clear what is meant. Could 
you paraphrase this piece? 
 
Notes has been revised/pharaaprased 

Formatted: Font: Not Bold



The grammar has been improved 

 Paragraf 7 

What is a significant topic that 

is explored ? 

 

Could you change the sentence 

structure not to repeat 

"through…." several times 

 

 

has been revised and improved:  

An important issue to analyze is how 

social capital can work to improve 

policy implementation 

 

And: Could you change the sentence 

structure not to repeat "through…." 

several times 

Revised: ).  Some forms of innovation 

carried out by the government to 

develop decision-making capacity 

include: 1) developing networks 

through meetings of women leaders 

across villages; 2) improving the 

quality of dialogue; 3) education and 

capacity building in the form of girls' 

schools; 4) become an important part 

of the village legal planning forum; 5) 

affirmation and integration of specific 

policies and programs for the 

development of integrated local areas 

(such as child- and women-friendly 

villages; superior villages; disaster-

responsive villages, etc) 

Conclusions 

 

Number 5. 

This piece is too complicated. 

It should be split up in shorter 

sections and paraphrased 

has been revised : 

Pharaphrase has been done 

 

Commented [nt2]: Could you change the sentence 
structure not to repeat "through…." several times 
 
Notes has been revised 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


