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Figure 2. Interor appearance of acoms attacked by
parasitic insects (Curculio dentipes) and living larvae.

In comirast, 11.5% of the normal acoms thal escaped parasitic {weevil) atiack sprouted radicles from the shell.

Tﬂl!]t:pﬂﬂﬂlt:phﬁﬂmnhﬂﬂ.ﬂmmhrmﬁlhﬂumd from 9.9% to S0.5% in four
secondary-forests in Kanagaws, Japsn and suggested that the exicnt of parmsitium was related to the mast-sceding
cycle. The higher the acom production, the lower wis the parasitic rate in 3 given year. In our experiment, scom
samples were obtained from a sced dealer, bul scom production was good in the producing area. The weights and
sires arod in the experiment were similar to those o previous studies. Cur data this show @ lower rale of parusitiam
by weevil larvae

“Tani [1] also repocted thet the mumber and size {fresh weight) of weevil larvae per acom ranged from 1.6 w 2 Sand
from 35.6 ko 51.6mg, respectively. Larval weight tended w increase with altitude, comsidenng that larval weight in
the acorns from trees growing in plains were greater than those from trees on mountan vides. Bonal and Munez [§]
investigated the relationship between the pumber of weevil larve (Curculio spp.) and the larval size in Holm oak ({1
flex) neom and found that the larval sise increased with date and with size of infested scoms bui declined with
higher comspecific competition provoked by larger numbers of larvae per scom. I our expeniment, we did not
imeasire the number and weight of lurvae, bot when inspecting embryos, observed one 1o four larvae per acom, all
of which were still alive. Weevil larvae generally remain approximaiely 20 days i the acarn pericurp before exiting.
Desachant ¢f al. |2] reported that the larval mostality outskde the scom was very low, ind Booal and Muoez (8] also

reported that the larval mortality of infesting the (2. dles acoms was less than 1%.

Pelagia Research Library









