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ABSTRACT  
 

Preliminary study on health care system of captive sumatran elephant, Elephas maximus sumateranus, 

was conducted in Prof. Dr. Ir. Rubini Atmawidjaja Elephant Hospital, Way Kambas National Park by 

one month direct observation based on individual, sex and age characteristics. Three heatlh cares were 

observed. There are treatment differences based on their sex and age. Health examination of untrained 

young elephant under 10 years old needs more effort by and adult elephant  accompaniment. Adult 

male elephant needsspecialcare for its agressiveness. Food provision such as banana was used to serve 

oral medicine.  

Keywords: Sumatran elephant, health care,Prof. Dr. Ir.M. Rubini Atmawidjaja Elephant Hospital, 

Way Kambas National Park. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 
Indonesia has a high biodiversity, including endangered species such as the Sumatran elephant 

(Elephas maximus sumatranus). Sumatran elephant (Elephas maximus sumatranus), is part of the 

family Proboscidea. Since 1951 these animals have been protected under the Ordinance Protection of 

Wild Animals No. 134 and 226 and included in Appendix I, CITES (Convention on International 

Trade in Engdangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna) (2010), wildlife should not be traded 

internationally well ivory or any part of his body. 

 

Sumatran elephant population has decreased in its natural habitat, caused by habitat fragmentation, 

poaching, human-elephant conflict, as well as diseases that cause animal health declined. To meet 

their needs, elephant wildlife populations require an area abundunt food, sufficiut for canopy  shelter 

and water sources. Their  endemic in Way Kambas National Park  (Syarifuddin 2008). 

 

Way Kambas National Park is lowland forest ecosystem which has an area of 125,621.3 ha (BTNWK 

2011). In the Sumatran elephant conservation efforts, the manager built Way Kambas National Park 

Elephant Conservation Centre  or  also known  as the Elephant Training Center with an area of 400 ha 

operated starting on August 27, 1985 (Mukhtar 2004). The PLG establishment aims to foster and 

increase the elephant population of . Conservation efforts continue to be do made to build ,Prof. Dr. Ir. 

H Rubini Atmawidjaja hospital elephant. Activities undertaken for the preservation of elephants 

include, elephant health, reproduction, security patrols  and the treatment of the elephants. 

 

Prof. Dr. Ir. H Rubini Atmawidjaja Elephant Hospital  is the first in Indonesia that has been officially 

on November 5, 2015. In this hospital, carried out of checking the health of elephant in captivity.  

With the aim of controlling health Elephant Hospital  Sumatran elephants in captivity. therefore 

system and examination of elephants in captivity need to be known. 

 

Elephant medical examination  humans and other animals. Although elephants in Elephant Training 

Center Way Kambas domesticated, wild animals Sumatran elephants remain, therefore some 

elephants can only be controlled by certain people only. to provide health-related information 

elephants need to do the literature study and practice evaluation of  health care system in the Sumatran 

elephant Elephant Hospital Prof. Dr. Ir. Rubini Atmawidjaja, Way Kambas National Park. 
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2. MATERIAL AND METHODS 

This study was conducted in July-August 2016 Gajah Hospital Prof. Dr. Ir. H. Rubini Atmawidjaja, 

Way Kambas National Park, using the method of direct observation of the medical team who caring 

for elephants and interviews medical teams and mahout of the elephant history. 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Elephant health condition in Elephant Training Center was informed by its mahout. Treatments given 

to the elephant are defferent individually based on their indiviual behavior. From July to August there 

were 3 medical treatments in Prof. Dr. Ir. M Rubini Atmawidjaja Elephant Hospital, for Ling-ling  

adult female elephant, salmon adult male elephant, and  Eri infant female.  

 

Ling-ling is the oldest elephant in Elephant Training Center. She is around 50 years old. She is 

diagnosed with malnutrition, eosiiphilia and hipoprotein. It lowered her physical cndition. Special 

treatment is done by 20 bottles. Intravenus treatment twice a day (Fig. 1).  Varied food was given .  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1. Treatment of Ling-ling Elephant in Prof. Dr. Ir. M Rubini Atmawidjaja 

 

Ling-ling also had infection/ wound due to her body of rubbing to the tree or object. There was an 

abscess on her forehead and left leg. It lowered her stamina, surgery with local anaesthesia was 

conducted (Fig. 2).  Surgery was done by handling  her leg and neck to minimize her response mahout 

was by her side, additional food was provioded.Daily treatment and check up were done.   
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   A   B 

Fig 2. A. The process of anesthesia in elephants abscess Ling-ling. 

B. Operation process abscess surgically made hole in the abscess. 

Salmon, the adult male, 27 years old had wound treatment  on its right leg. Treatment on adult male is 

more difficult due  to its agressiveness. During  the treatment, the individual was  placed in specialy 
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space “kandang jepit”, to ease the handling with mahout on him. Additional food was provided. Twice 

a day treatment was given. 

 

Eri, the infant elephant was abadone by his group. He is found in Susukan Baru in bad condition, 

loosing his front trunk. Intravena auricularis treatment was done young elephant needs spcialy 

treatment as it is untrained. Adult male individual assisted to bring Eri to the treatment room. Binding 

his legs and neck to reduce its behavior reponse 

 

4. CONCLUSION  

 

Health treatment is conducted differently for different sex and age in captive elephant. Mahot 

companiment, food provision and binding treatment were among the options. 
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