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(178) Suharjo, R."*%, Sawada, H.? and Takikawa, Y.'
Evaluation of PCR—Restriction Fragment Length
Polymorphism (RFLP) as a Rapid Identification Method
for Japanese Dickeya Strains PCR-RFLP of gyiB, rpol
and recA has been suggested as a rapid method for identifica-
tion of Japanese Dickeya strains (Suharjo et al., 2010). Here,
we performed further investigation using this method to
identify larger number of Japanese Dickeya strains including
all of the MAFF strains deposited as Erwinia chrysanthemi.
The result showed that they can be easily divided into 8
groups, namely D. dianthicola, D. dadantii, D. chrysanthemi, D.
zeae, new species I, new species II and one strain was identi-
fied as Pseudomonas syringae. It was also shown that rice anc
Setaria (foxtail millet) strains (D. zeae) produced different
bands compared to corn strains (D. zeae). Based on the
phenotypic characterization, rice and Sefaria strains can be
differentiated from the other Dickeya strains by inability to
utilize malonate. We suggest that these strains may constitute
a new biovar of Dickeya spp.
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